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AIJS STUDENT OUTCOMES AND BENCHMARKS 

FOR SUCCESS WITH RESPECT TO STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT – STUDENT OUTCOMES 
 
 

Institutions accredited by, or applying for accreditation from, AIJS must develop student 
learning outcomes. There must be a clear relationship between the student learning outcomes 
and the institution’s mission. Institutions must identify the outcomes they have developed and 
must collect data to demonstrate that they meet any specific AIJS benchmarks for the 
outcomes they have identified. Institutions must review and analyze the data to ensure that 
they remain relevant and effective and demonstrate success with respect to student 
achievement in relation to the mission. AIJS has compiled the following list of recommended 
outcomes that schools may choose from. 

 

1. ACCEPTANCE TO GRADUATE OR PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 

2. ACCEPTANCE TO ADVANCED PROGRAMS 

3. COMPLETION/GRADUATION RATES 

4. COMBINED COMPLETION AND TRANSFER TO OTHER POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTIONS 

5. EMPLOYMENT IN POSITIONS RELATED TO FIELD OF STUDY 

6. RETENTION RATES 

7. ALUMNI SURVEY 
 

1. Acceptance to Graduate or Professional Programs 

• Identify the cohort from recent graduating classes at the institution 

• Identify each graduate or professional program and provide the number of students 

who were admitted to each program 

• Calculate the total number of students from the cohort who were accepted to graduate 

or professional programs 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 50% or higher 
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2. Acceptance to Advanced Programs 

• Identify the cohort from recent entering classes at the institution 

• Identify each program and provide the number of students who were accepted to each 

program 

• Calculate the total number of students from the cohort who enrolled in advanced 

programs 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 60% or higher 
 

3. Completion/Graduation Rates 

• Identify the cohort from an incoming class of students at the institution 

• Track the students through the program 

• Calculate the number of those who completed the program based on the number who 

started the program 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 60% or higher 
 

4. Combined Completion/Graduation and Transfer to Other Postsecondary 

Institutions 

• Identify the cohort - specific incoming class of students at the institution 

• Track the students through the program 

• Calculate the number of those who completed the program based on the number who 

started the program 

• Calculate the number who transferred from the institution to other postsecondary 

institutions 

• Add the number who completed to the number who transferred 

• Divide by the number in the original cohort 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 60% or higher 
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5. Employment in Positions Related to the Field of Study 

• Identify the cohort from a graduating class at the institution 

• List each student and his/her related employment 

• Calculate the total number of students from the cohort who obtained employment in 

positions related to their field of study 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 60% or higher 
 

6. Retention Rates 

• Identify the cohort - specific incoming class of students at the institution 

• Track the students in the second year of the program 

• Calculate the number of those who enrolled in the second year of the program based on 

the number who started the program 

AIJS Benchmark for this outcome: 70% or higher 

7. Alumni Survey 
 

• Describe the process in creating and implementing the survey; include the timeline involved.  

• Provide details on who created the survey,  how it was piloted, reviewed and edited, how and when it was 

distributed to alumni 

• The Response rate (at least 25%) 

• Describe any follow up to increase response rate 

• Who analyzed the results 

• The Survey questions should address these categories:   

▪ alumni experiences when they were students 

▪ current professional plans and/or interest in continued education 

▪ satisfaction with the institution  

▪ the ways their education has helped them post-graduation 

▪ current ties if any to the institution 

▪ any areas that could use improvement.  

 
Include an overall summary statement about alumni satisfaction with the institution. This statement needs to include 

the percentages of respondents who were satisfied, and those who were not. An internal analysis of survey responses 

with a conclusive statement about how your institution will use this data. Include any specific changes that will be 

made as a result of the survey. 


