UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

THE UNDER SECRETARY

June 23, 2026
Transmitted via electronic mail

Rabbi Alex Lowinger

Executive Director

Association of Institutions of Jewish Studies
500 West Kennedy Boulevard

Lakewood, New Jersey 08701

Dear Rabbi Lowinger:

I write to inform you, in my capacity as the senior Department official (SDO), of my decision
regarding the renewal of recognition of the Association of Institutions of Jewish Studies (AILJS).
In reaching this decision, I have considered recommendations from U.S. Department of
Education (Department) staff and the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and
Integrity (NACIQI). These recommendations were made pursuant to sections 114 and 496 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and 34 C.F.R. Part 602.

Both Department staff and NACIQI recommended that I approve the agency’s request for
renewal of recognition. For the reasons set forth in the final Staff Report, the transcripts of the
March 2026 NACIQI meeting, and the full administrative record before me, I concur with the
recommendations of Department staff and NACIQI. Accordingly, I approve AIJS’s application
for continued recognition for a period of five years until June 2, 2031.

Also included in AIJS’s application is a request from the agency to clarify its scope of
recognition. The agency seeks to clarify that the educational programs it accredits leading to a
certificate, associate degree, baccalaureate, or equivalent credential include at least 30 percent of
their credit content in Jewish Studies or Classical Torah Studies. Both Department staff and
NACIQI raised no objections to the proposed change. I concur with Department staff and
NACIQI and therefore approve the revised scope of recognition effective immediately.

Scope of Recognition: The accreditation of postsecondary institutions of Jewish Studies offering
educational programs leading to a certificate, associate degree, baccalaureate degree, or their
equivalent credential, all with at least 30% credit content in Jewish Studies or Classical Torah
Studies. Geographic Area of Accrediting Activities: Throughout the United States.

Recognition Period: Through June 2, 2031.!

! The recognition period is limited to a maximum of five years. On June 2, 2021, the then-SDO granted recognition
for a five-year period; that recognition period ended on June 2, 2026. By granting recognition through June 2, 2031,
AIJS will experience no lapse in recognition while remaining within the five-year maximum recognition period
prescribed by 20 U.S.C. § 1099b(d), which governs my determination.
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Sincerely,

NolB Al Kk

Nicholas Kent
Under Secretary



